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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 17 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 17, lines 2-3 are a repeat of claim 15, lines 10-11, therefore, claim 16 does not 
further limit claim 15. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5, 8-12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Thomas (U. 
S. Patent No. 5,518,803) in view of Hufmann et al. (U. S. Patent No. 5,588,359). 

Regarding claims 1-5: Thomas discloses a craft stencil (20), comprising: a sheet of open 
mesh material (20), said open mesh material having a thread count in the range between forty 
and one hundred ninety threads per inch (Col 4, lines 40-59); wherein said open mesh allows 
particulate material to pass therethrough (Col 4, lines 3-39); a coating applied to portions of the 
mesh material, said coating defining a pattern therein (18, Col 5, lines 13-50); wherein said 
pattern is formed by uncoated portions of said mesh material predeterminantly disposed within 
coated portions, such that the coated portions of the mesh material are substantially impermeable 
to particulate matter and uncoated portions of the mesh material define a pattern permeable to 
particulate matter, the pattern including at least one guideline (18, Col 5, lines 13-50); whereby 
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when the sheet is placed upon a workpiece and a powder applicator is applied to the stencil, the 
powder passes through the uncoated portions of the mesh material and transfers the pattern to the 
workpiece. 

Thomas discloses the craft stencil wherein said at least one guideline comprises at least 
one registration mark (18, Col 13-50, any of the design lines in Fig.l can be considered a 
guideline, each of them has at least one registration mark which is considered to be the beginning 
or the end of the guideline). 

Thomas discloses the craft stencil wherein said pattern comprises at least one continuous 
line (Fig. 1). 

Thomas discloses the craft stencil wherein said open mesh material is a polyester 
momofilament mesh (Col 4, lines 12-24). 

Thomas does not disclose the craft stencil wherein the coating being semi-transparent. 

Hofmann et al. discloses a craft stencil wherein the coating is semi-transparent (Col 3, 
lines 15-32, Col 5, lines 43-50, Col 6, lines 17-30). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have the coating of Thomas be semi-transparent, as taught by Hofmann et al., so 
that a user could see through the emulsion and align the pattern easily to the workpiece 
(Hofmann et al., Col 6, lines 17-30). 

Regarding the "whereby when the sheet is placed upon a workpiece and a powder 
applicator is applied to the stencil, the powder passes through the uncoated portions of the mesh 
material and transfers the pattern to the workpiece" clause, it has been held that a recitation with 
respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not 
differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus satisfying the claimed structural 
limitations. Ex parte Masham . 2 USPQ2d 1647 (1987). 
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Regarding claim 4: the shapes of the guideline, i.e., directional arrow disposed on at least 
one continuous line, absent any criticality, are only considered to be obvious modifications of the 
shape of guidelines disclosed by Thomas and Hofmann et al. as the courts have held that a 
change in shape or configuration, without any criticality, is within the level of skill in the art as 
the particular shape claimed by Applicant is nothing more than one of numerous shapes that a 
person having ordinary skill in the art will find obvious to provide using routine experimentation 
based on its suitability for the intended use of the invention. See In re Dailey , 149 USPQ 47 
(CCPA 1976). Moreover, Thomas and Hofmann et al. disclose that any design and/or shape of 
pattern is desirable (Thomas, Col 5, lines 13-22, Col 8, lines 52-67). 

Regarding claims 8-12: Thomas discloses a method of making a craft stencil, comprising 
the steps of: providing an untensioned sheet of an open mesh material (Col 5, lines 13-22); 
applying a single, thin layer of a photosensitive emulsion to one side of said material (Col 5, 
lines 38-62); exposing areas of said emulsion not covered by said pattern to light while leaving 
emulsion covered by said pattern substantially unexposed (Col 5, lines 38-62); and removing 
said unexposed emulsion from said material (Col 5, lines 38-62). 

Thomas discloses the method wherein said pattern comprises at least one guideline (18, 
Col 5, lines 13-50). 

Thomas discloses the method wherein said at least one guideline comprises at least one 
registration mark (18, Col 13-50, any of the design lines in Fig.l can be considered a guideline, 
each of them has at least one registration mark which is considered to be the beginning or the end 
of the guideline). 

Thomas discloses the method wherein said pattern comprises a plurality of lines (Fig. 1). 
Thomas does not disclose the method comprising overlaying said material with a 
transparent sheet, the transparent sheet having a pattern opaquely printed on a surface thereof, 
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the pattern corresponding to areas of said material; removing said transparent sheet from said 
material; wherein the photosensitive emulsion is semi-transparent. 

Hofmann et al. discloses a method comprising overlaying said material with a transparent 
sheet, the transparent sheet having a pattern opaquely printed on a surface thereof, the pattern 
corresponding to areas of said material (Col 5, line 43-Col 6, line 30); removing said transparent 
sheet from said material (Col 5, line 43-Col 6, line 30); wherein the photosensitive emulsion is 
semi-transparent (Col 5, line 43-Col 6, line 30). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have the method of Thomas specifically disclose using a transparent sheet to form 
the pattern and to have the photosensitive emulsion be semi-transparent, as taught by Hofmann et 
al., so that a user could create a pattern on a sheet that will easily be used to form the pattern in 
the emulsion and to see through the emulsion and align the pattern easily to the workpiece 
(Hofmann et al., Col 6, lines 17-30). 

Regarding claim 12: the shapes of the guideline, i.e., directional arrow disposed on at 
least one continuous line, absent any criticality, are only considered to be obvious modifications 
of the shape of guidelines disclosed by Thomas and Hofmann et al. as the courts have held that a 
change in shape or configuration, without any criticality, is within the level of skill in the art as 
the particular shape claimed by Applicant is nothing more than one of numerous shapes that a 
person having ordinary skill in the art will find obvious to provide using routine experimentation 
based on its suitability for the intended use of the invention. See In re Dailev , 149 USPQ 47 
(CCPA 1976). Moreover, Thomas and Hofmann et al. disclose that any design and/or shape of 
pattern is desirable (Thomas, Col 5, lines 13-22, Col 8, lines 52-67). 

4. Claims 15, 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Grippi 
et al. (U. S. Patent No. 4,986,005) in view of Hofmann et al. 
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Grippi et al. discloses a method of using a craft stencil, comprising the steps of: providing 
a craft stencil, the craft stencil comprising a material being substantially semi-transparent and 
comprising portions whereby the portions define a pattern (Col 3, lines 38-46); positioning said 
craft stencil on a surface of a workpiece (Col 4, lines 17-34); providing a marking powder 
applicator having a supply of marking powder (Col 3, lines 38-46); applying the marking powder 
to said craft stencil, the marking powder contacting the surface of said workpiece through said 
pattern of said craft stencil (Col 3, lines 38-59, Col 4, lines 17-34); and removing said craft 
stencil from the surface of said workpiece (Col 4, lines 17-34). 

Grippi et al. discloses the method wherein said marking powder contacts the surface of 
said workpiece through the pattern (Col 3, lines 38-59, Col 4, lines 17-34). 

Grippi et al. discloses the method wherein said pattern includes at least one guideline 
(Fig. 1). 

Grippi et al. discloses the method comprising the step of using said at least one guideline 
to align said craft stencil with markings or features on the surface of said workpiece (Figs. 1, 3-5, 
Col 4, lines 17-34). 

Grippi et al. does not disclose the method wherein said craft stencil comprises a sheet of 
open mesha material having a thread count in the range between forty and one hundred ninety 
threads per inch, there being a substantially impermeable semi-transparent coating applied to 
portions of said material, whereby uncoated portions of said material define a pattern. 

Hofmann et al. discloses a method wherein said craft stencil comprises a sheet of open 
mesha material having a thread count in the range between forty and one hundred ninety threads 
per inch, there being a substantially impermeable semi-transparent coating applied to portions of 
said material, whereby uncoated portions of said material define a pattern (Col 3, lines 15-31, 
Col 6, lines 17-30). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have the craft stencil of Grippi et al. be comprised of a mesh material comprising a 
coating, as taught by Hofmann et al., in order to have a craft stencil which can provide a pattern 
of closely spaced features while maintaining the integrity of the craft stencil (Hofmann et al., Col 
2, line 60-Col 3, line 10). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5, 8-12, 15, 17-19 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following patents disclose template devices Komata et al. (U. S. Patent No. 
5,992,316) and Elliot (U. S. Patent No. 5,847,689). 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amy R. Cohen whose telephone number is (571) 272-2238. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 5 pm, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego F. Gutierrez can be reached on (571) 272-2245. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/824,602 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2859 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Supervisory Examiner 
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